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Who Should Pay When

Students Leave for Charters?



How big are the charter impacts?
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“…variations in family background 
account for far more variation in school 
achievement than do variations in 

school characteristics.” 

-Coleman Report, 1966

James Coleman
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Concern #1

“I support the public schools in my 

community.”
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Concern #2

“Charter schools drain resources 

from district schools.”
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The Financial Implications of Charter Enrollment

District Charter

Are the 

reimbursements 

sufficient to help

districts 

transition? 



The evidence clarifies the choice.
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Do charters raise 
achievement?

Do districts need more 
resources to transition?

Who should pay?

Yes

Yes

All of Us

(Reimbursements)
Children in Capped

Communities

No

No
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Percent English Language Learners in Charters and BPS

From:  Elizabeth Setren (2015) “Special Education and English

Language Learner Students in Boston Charter Schools: Impact and Classification”, MIT
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Percent Special Education in Charters and BPS

From:  Elizabeth Setren (2015) “Special Education and English

Language Learner Students in Boston Charter Schools: Impact and Classification”, MIT


